
Emma Coates nee Challis - Machinist
Emma Challis was born in 1855 the daughter
of James Challis and Sarah (Backler). James
had two sons by his first wife Rebecca Smith.
Rebecca died in 1842 and James and Sarah
married at Haverhill St Mary on Christmas
Day, 1844. Emma was the 3rd of their seven
children.

Emma’s early years were spent growing up in
Beggars Row (later Queens Street). Her father
was employed as an agricultural labourer in
1861 but by 1871 he had found work as a factory
hand, no doubt at Chauntry Mills where Emma
aged 16 and her sister Maria aged 14 were
working as seamstresses.

On 23rd October 1881 Emma married Robert
Coates, from Birmingham, at St Mary's
Church. They made a home in Orchard Place,
off Camps Road. Their first born son,, Robert
William, was baptised on 30th July 1882 but did
not survive his first year. He was buried in
Haverhill Cemetery on 12th April 1883.

By 1881 Emma was the head of a household
in Union Square. Living with her were a
younger brother and sister. She had lost
her sister Maria in September 1873 and
both her parents, her father in October 1873
and her mother in May 1874. They are all
buried at Haverhill Cemetery.

By 1901 Emma had returned to
Haverhill and her job as a machinist
at Chauntry Mills. She settled at 46
Eden Road with her five children. Her
oldest son Arthur Sharpe Coates
aged 17 had also found employment
at the Mills where he was working as
a mat maker.

Emma’s life in Cambridge must have
been quite difficult. On 7th
September 1894 the Cambridge
Chronicle & Journal reported that
her husband had been in court
charged with being drunk and
disorderly. Robert had a problem
with alcohol that caused his
premature death aged 46 in January
1899. The inquest into his sudden
death concluded that he was
addicted to drink.
Emma gave birth to a son, William
just weeks after her husband’s
death.

Robert and Emma had four more
children before moving to Cambridge in
1894. Robert found employment as a
clerk at Coulson & Lofts, Builders.

In 1911 Emma was still living at 46 Eden Road
and working as a machinist. Her eldest son
Arthur had moved to Leeds where he was
married with two children.
Chauntry Mills provided employment for her
working age children who were still at home:
Annie was a Machinist (Tailoring)
Benjamin was a Factory Hand (Clothing)
Lizzie was a Machinist (Tailoring)

Emma died in 1931 at the home of
daughter, Elizabeth, and her son in law,
Walter Mayer, in Great Baddow, Essex.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

1888 eye witness account:
‘The hair cloth used to stiffen and pad
the linings of gentlemen’s coats is
woven from horsehair. It is woven on a
cotton warp in different patterns; such
being the vanity of man that although
the material is forever hidden, special
patterns as well as different
thicknesses, must be kept.’

In 1882 Robert Coates was Surveyor and Inspector of
Nuisances for the Urban Sanitary District of Haverhill. By
1891 he was a builder’s clerk / surveyor involved in the
tendering for the terrace of houses known as Vine
Cottages. By 1893 his title was Architect and Surveyor
when he advertised for tenders for the re-building of
Ruse’sFarm, Kedington.


